THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

much time to recording all he saw and could learn of the
manners and customs of the Hindus. He appears to have
visited Somnath twice, once before and once after its
destruction. The word " Somnath," he says, is derived
from the two words " Soma," meaning " Moon," and
" Nath," meaning " Master," and he gives the following
account of the founding of the temple :

The Moon was married to the twenty-five daughters
of the god Prajapati, these twenty-five daughters now
shining in the sky as twenty-five lunar constellations*
The Moon showed special preference for one of them,
Rohini, whereupon the remainder complained to their
father. Prajapati advised the treating of all wives
equally, but the Moon took no notice, and so the god
made his face leprous. Repentance now took the place
of indifference, and the Moon besought Prajapati to
remove the curse he had inflicted. Prajapati said he
could not altogether do this, but he would alleviate it by
making the Moon dark for half of each month, and that
if the Moon wished to wipe out the trace of his sin he
should worship Shiva and erect a "lingam," Shiva's sign,
as an object of this worship. Accordingly the Moon
erected the " lingam " and temple at the holy place Prabhas
Patan, and the name " Somnath," or "Lord of the Moon,"
was given to it. Patan itself is sometimes called " Sompur,"
or the " City of the Moon."

This temple and idol soon became famous throughout
all countries professing Hinduism, and by reason of the
gifts of the pious, and the many thousands of pilgrims
who annually visited the place, its riches quickly became
no less great than its fame. Al Biruni says that every
day a jug of water from the sacred Ganga (Ganges) River
was brought to it, and a basket of flowers from Kashmir
was daily brought to adorn it. Moreover, the harbour
offered shelter to seafaring people, and the place was an
emporium for trade between Saurashtra and many
countries*
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